Philosophy 225 - Symbolic Logic
Spring 2012
Syllabus v.1


Class meets MWF 10:00 - 10:50 at 216 Skinner Hall
Instructor: Lee Bowie
Office: 213a Skinner Hall
Email: lbowie@mtholyoke.edu
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hours: I'm in MWF (though I also teach MW 1:15 - 2:30) and often on Tuesdays - drop by, or make an appointment

Objectives: The course will develop a rigorous symbolic language that forms the basis for a general theory of inference. We will develop a careful semantics and syntax for this language. We will not only use this system to prove results in logic, but we will also investigate rigorously how good the system is (this is called "metalogic").

Methods and grading: I expect you to attend every class, and will be concerned about you if you start missing classes. (So please let me know in advance if you will need to miss a class.) However, your grade will be based entirely on homework and exam results, so if you can, improbably, manage to keep up with the material on your own without coming to class, you'll not be penalized in any way.

Homework average: 33 1/3%
Midterm exam: 33 1/3%
Final exam: 33 1/3%

I will drop the lowest homework grade. 

Textbook: Benson Mates, Elementary Logic, 2nd edition, Oxford University Press. Copies are available at the Odyssey Bookshop, at Amazon, and from other online sources. The textbook is very good; however it is also very dense. It does not lend itself very well to self-learning. As a result, classes will be very helpful for your mastery of the material.

Homeworks: Homeworks will be due on Fridays (except Jan 27) at 10 a.m. No late homeworks will be accepted except by pre-arrangement in case of emergency. I will give  out assignments (posted to the Ella site) on Mondays. I will urge you to work in homework groups and, if you do, to turn in a group homework paper. Most of your learning will come through doing the homeworks, so it will be important for you to contribute actively in your group. You will not learn the material unless you are actively engaged in the homework assignments. Letting others do the work for you will seriously backfire at exam time.
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